
      Commodity 
Ethylene 

Production 
Rate 

Sensitivity 
 to 

  Ethylene 

Reaction to 
Ethylene 

Gas 
Apples VH H Scald 
Apricots H H Decay 
Asian Pears H H Decay 
Asparagus VL H Toughness 
Avocados H H Decay 
Bananas M H Decay 
Beans L M Mold/Loose Firmness 
Berries L H Mold 
Broccoli VL H Yellowing 
Cantaloupe H H Decay 
Carrots VL H Bitterness 
Cauliflower VL H Mold 
Cherries VL H Softening 
Cucumbers L H Yellowing 
Grapefruit VL M-H Mold 
Grapes VL M Mold 
Greens,Leafy VL H Russet Spotting 
Kiwifruit L H Decay 

               Lemons,Limes VL H Mold 
Lettuce VL H Russet Spotting 
Mango M H Decay 

        Melons 
(Honeydew, Crenshaw, 
Persian) 

M H Decay 

Oranges VL L Mold 
Papaya H H Decay 
Parsley VL H Yellowing 
Passion Fruit VH H Decay 
Peaches H H Decay 

        Pear
(Anjou,Bosc,Bartlett) 

H H Decay 

Peppers L L Loose Firmness/Wrinkle 
Plums & Prunes M H Decay 

Potatoes L H Sprouting 
Spinach VL H Russet Spotting 
Tomatoes VL H Shrink/Decay 
Watermelon VL H Loose Firmness 

KEY: VL = Low L = Low M = Moderate H = High VH = Very High 
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